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Mangakakahi Stream Restoration Project 
  
The Mangakakahi Stream runs through Linton Park which flows into the Utuhina and then 
into Lake Rotorua.  Linton Park is part of a series of green fingers which link through Roto-
rua. Many of our green corridors are infested with plant pests which often block the 
growth of the native plants and thus do not allow our native wildlife to flourish.  We are ex-
tra lucky in Linton Park to have a wetland area but it is currently clogged with willows and 
blackberry and other plant pests – so it’s not very healthy.  
  
A group of locals have applied for and been granted funding from the Bay of Plenty Regional 
Council’s Environment Enhancement Fund to help eradicate plant pests and to restore native 
plants to a small area along the Mangakakahi stream walkway – behind  the Linton Park Com-
munity Centre.  
  
A working bee will be held on Saturday November 2nd.  Please come along and join us at 1 - 
2.30pm to find out where the clearing will take place; the larger goal of the project, and 
how you - the local community - can be involved.  Bring some gardening secateurs, gloves and 
a rubbish bag, to help remove some invasive weeds from a previous replanted area and learn 
to identify some native plants and invasive weeds. We’ll also collect any rubbish we find. 
  
Meet at Linton Park Community Centre at 1:00 p.m. on Satur-
day, 2nd November.   
For more information call Melanie 343 6089, or Rick (348 
0757) at the Community Centre. 





 

 

The Rotorua Astronomical Society 

The Rotorua Astronomical Society (RAS) was established in 1985 and is affiliated with the Royal Astronomical Society of New 
Zealand (RASNZ). The intention of its founding members was to create a group with a shared passion of astronomy and mak-
ing astronomical events easily accessible to the Rotorua community. One of the main focuses of the group in 1985 was the 

study and observation of Halley’s Comet. This was particularly relevant as it was a once in a life 
time opportunity to see the return of the comet during its regular 76 year orbit. 

RAS meets on the first Wednesday of every month at 7:30pm at the Linton Park Community 
activity room - 16 Kamahi Place.  The monthly meetings generally include presentations from 
members or a special guest covering a wide variety of topics as well as viewing through the soci-
ety’s telescope when the weather permits. RAS’s involvement in education in and around Roto-
rua continues to grow including visits to schools in the community throughout the year. Oppor-
tunities to attend various astronomical events around New Zealand throughout the year are 

coordinated through the society. These are a great way to meet new people, gain access to some truly impressive telescopes 
and to observe the busy skies and all they have to offer away from the light pollution of our cities. Being a member of RAS is a 
great way to share knowledge and understanding of astronomy and the science behind it. 
 
Comet ISON – will be progressing through these constellations as it orbits the sun: 

April:            Auriga 
May – July:     Gemini 
Aug. - Sep.:    Cancer 
October:        Leo 
November:    Scorpius - going round the Sun. 
Regular sighting opportunities of the International Space Station (ISS) flyovers are available most months. To receive 

NASA email alerts of the flyovers go to http://spaceflight.nasa.gov/realdata/tracking/index.html  & click on “Sighting 
Opportunities” on the top left hand side of the page. 

RAS Annual Membership is available as follows: 
Per person                                                     $20.00 
Couple or family                                             $30.00 
Senior Citizen                                                 $15.00 
Casual  (with first two meetings free)               $2.00 
              __________________________ 
 
If you wish to know more about RAS please contact Ken Blackman on 348-4312. Alternatively just come along to one of our 
meetings on Wednesday night. We’d love to see you. 
Clear skies and happy viewing!  

 

"The secret of happiness is to count your blessings while others are adding up their trou-
bles." William Penn 
 
 
"When you get into a tight place and everything goes against you, till it seems as though 
you could not hold on a minute longer, never give up then, for that is just the place and 
time that the tide will turn.” Harriet Beecher Stowe 
 
"There is no exercise better for the heart than reaching down and lifting people up." 
John Holmes 





 

 

STEP AHEAD 
 

S4 Holdings is a company which provides meaningful and age appropriate activities for people who have had a very 
serious traumatic brain injury and who have been referred to us by ACC. 
 
Programmes are developed by health professionals who have had many years’ experience working with people who 
have had this type of injury from the point of discharge from hospital in the post-acute phase to a return to their 
homes and family in the community. 
 
Each person, often with support from a family member, is assisted to identify goals on which they would like to 
work to maintain or enhance their functional capabilities in various areas, such as health care, mobility, hygiene, 
domestic or financial management.  We always use the client's own interests and aspirations to maintain their level 
of motivation. 
 
Our group runs for two mornings and one full day each week, and is run on a daily basis by our highly qualified and 
talented group of Facilitators led by Alison Zanelli (recently voted one of Rotorua's four Women of the Year by the 
Zonta organization).  Alison, herself is a talented pianist and well known music teacher; she is also a mosaic artist 
and has shared her skills with our group most of whom have been engaged in that activity at some point, and re-
turned home with a highly individual piece of art. 
 
We are also assisted by Suzy Penn, who not only produces a wonderful lunch each week, as well as morning tea for 
all, but also guides many members in the kitchen to improve their  own culinary skills.  Suzy is-also talented with 
bead-work, and teaches those keen how to play the guitar. 
 
Johan, our No.1 gym bunny, outdoor games, coffee morning host and "special events" organiser enables members to 
enjoy a morning at the Bowling alley, cinema, Maze etc on a monthly basis. 
 
Jean taught yoga to a small group prior to winter, which was enjoyed and found to be very calming and relaxing.  
Jean is also well qualified to provide members with budgeting advice, has taught members to read music and has 
recently been teaching sewing.  Sadly Jean will be leaving for another challenging position. 
 
Board games are played, and Connect 4 and Cabbage as well as snakes and Ladders are very popular.  Word games 
are a daily event. 

 
We have weekly groups visiting the gym, and eagerly reporting for their 
weekly weigh.  Others attend swimming and aqua-jogging whilst others 
learn woodwork, making objects of their choice to take home; many a home 
is enhanced by coffee tables, bird houses, letter boxes and even garden fur-
niture made and decorated by our members. 
 
Many of you will have seen the garden plots transformed into productive 
vegetable gardens by our members who choose what they wish me to grow, 
plant and tend their rows with assistance and inspiration from Alex, another 
of our valued Group Facilitators. 
 
We also have a voluntary work group with members providing voluntary 
help to a range of local businesses. 
 
We hope to provide a fun and varied range of activities to a special group of 
people, and are well supported by a dedicated and talented team of Facilita-
tors.   
 
Step Ahead are at Linton Park Community Centre , Tuesday  mornings, 
Wednesday all day and Thursday Mornings 





 

 

Rotorua MENZ SHED  
 

We are as of August 2013 the Rotorua Community Menz Shed Trust 
2586442.   

Our days are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday’s 10am – 3pm. 

The main objective is to provide a social gathering of older men where they can find 
championship and support of other men.   We have a range of machinery and materials 
available to us, and of course donations of any materials and machinery are always wel-
come.  We do woodworking projects for ourselves and have in the past done community 
projects and have supported other charitable trusts and groups.  We do have members 
who can train you to use the machines and can give you practical advice.  Some members 
just come along to socialise and on occasion do join in with projects for others or they 
have their own projects that they do.  We drink lots of coffee and chew the fat and we 
do everything in a relaxed and friendly environment and a good sense of humour is an 
added bonus.  We welcome new members to the fold so please feel free to drop in and 
have a cuppa and chat.   

For any further information on the Menz shed, please ring Don on 073463314 or Peter 
073486501 in the evenings. 

 

“The time is always right to do what is right.”   Martin Luther King 

 Support Linton Park Community Centre 
 by saving money for yourself.  

Joining Tiny Mighty will help our fundraising this year, and every year you stay a supporter. So 
you really can support our community centre by saving money on your own power bill.  Tiny 
Mighty offers one of the lowest power rates in New Zealand. 
 
 To find out how much you can save  
1. Call Tiny Mighty on 0800 88 66 99  
2. Visit the Tiny Mighty website www.tinymighty.co.nz  
  (If you switch your power supplier to Tiny Mighty and select Linton Park Community Centre as 
your preferred charity, Tiny Mighty will give a donation to the Centre (and will give another dona-
tion to the Centre for every year which you continue with them).  If you already  get your power 
from Tiny Mighty and let them know that you would like the Linton Park Community Centre to be 
your preferred charity, we will also receive a donation from this action.) 

 Tiny Mighty Power is a division of Bosco Connect Limited and is owned by Mighty River Power  





 

 

 

 

Rooms to Hire 
If you know of a club or 
group who would like to 
book a space at our cen-
tre, please talk to us as 
we are now at about 

70% capacity.  

We would like to thank all our major sponsors for their continuing support of the  

Linton Park Community Centre: 

Bay Trust 

First Sovereign Trust Limited 

Community Organisation Grant Schemes (COGS) 

The Tindall Foundation 

Rotorua District Council 

Rotorua Energy Charitable Trust 

Four Winds Foundation Limited 

Infinity Foundation 

Creative Communities New Zealand 

RDC Community Grants Scheme 

NZ Lotteries Board 

Bay of Plenty Regional  Council 

“A friend is one 
that knows you as 
you are, under-
stands where you 
have been, accepts 
what you have be-
come, and still, 
gently allows you to 
grow.” William 
Shakespeare 

Seniors Instructors 
The Centre is looking for seniors who would 
like to initiate activities, programs, seminars, 
etc. for seniors.  There are available room/
activity areas available at the Centre on some 
mornings and afternoons for such program-
mers/activities. 

++++++++++ 

Please call Rick at the Linton Park 
Community Centre to discuss any of 

the above  (348-0757) 

FREE TO GOOD HOMES 

CURTAINS 

We have a range of curtains available  

Free to a good home 





 

 

 
Well it looks like Spring is here so come on roll your sleeves up, get your spades and shovels out of the 
shed and design a garden – be it a vegetable or flower garden or if you are into an organic garden – try 
mixing both! 

Now it’s time to plant potatoes so come on, check the bag of potatoes in the pantry and see if any of 
them have started to shoot!  If they haven’t, take them out of the dark and put them in the light.  Don’t 
throw them away because you have already bought them and they make good seed potatoes. 

Dig a trench about 30cms deep, turning over the grass sods.  

Once the shoots have grown to about 1cm long take them out to the trench and cut the seed potatoes 
in half or even quarters, as long as you have a sprout showing.  Place the seed potatoes in the trench 
about 15cms apart, and then cover the trench with the dirt mounting if you can.  Then see Rick or Guy 
and purchase some liquid worm fertilizer and pour it over your newly planted potatoes – repeating 
every two weeks. 

You shouldn’t dig them until they flower – approximately eight weeks.  You never know they might be 
ready for Christmas! 

Good luck! 

Tony 

P.S. Marigolds and gerberas prevent blight. 

Gardener’s Corner 

Here we have a couple of our local gardeners 
at the centre who we asked what they get out 
of gardening? 

Wendy and Ra say that it’s wonderful to be 
able to put their hands in the dirt and be part 
of the whenua.  They enjoy being part of the 
community and look forward to meeting new 
people along the way.  They both are anticipat-
ing new potatoes for Christmas. 

WORM JUICE is now available!! 

It’s in the gardener’s tool shed. 

Mix 1 - 10 for your garden, for indoor use 1 -
20 

The cost is a koha; please see the office at 
Linton Park Community Centre. 





 

 

WISH LIST 

 The Linton Park Community Centre is looking for  donations of the following: 

Cutlery 

Rotorua District council Rubbish Bags 

Wall Pictures 

Garden tools, (spades, hoes, rakes, hoses etc.) 

Seeds for summer gardens 

Screws, nails, bolts etc. for wood projects 

Pruning implements for bushes and trees 

Working lawn mower 

Rotorua Home Educators 
Every Friday at the Linton Park Community Centre, Krissie and Richard who are the Home Educators 
for the Rotorua Home School Group bring together 48 students that attend with ages ranging from 4-
17.  The home educators are a great and awesome team of people who are warm and friendly.  They 
just want the best for all home students in the terms of learning in a social atmosphere with other home 
schooled students. 

The aim is to educate students in a social environment where the students are able to interact with 
many other students that are home educated to create friendships and bonds with all age groups. 

Rotorua home educators use Linton Park Community Centre to educate in the areas of culture, arts and 
sports.  They do basic electronics and computing basic programming at a level where the kids can under-
stand and learn.  They do a lot of arts and crafts and sports including things like tying knots, folding aero-
planes, learning how to bowl, soccer and many others.   

This would be an awesome opportunity for kids that are home schooled to come, join in and have a look 
at what they do.  If you are interested please come along -  all are welcome. 

A big thanks to those who have donated the hundreds of items for the Centre, for the 
gardens and for the other activity areas of the Centre.  The generosity of the local com-
munity makes one proud to be living amongst such generous and sharing individuals. 

 

 

Face book Linton Park Community Centre 
We have our very own face book page now folks.  We invite you to 
come and join us.  All you need to do is search for us in the search 
bar on the main face book page, click on the Linton Park Commu-
nity Centre page and click like.  





 

 

 CLOTHING SALE 

Feeling naked?  Need a new look? 

Used but still useful clothing for men women and children 

Linton Park Community Centre, 16 Kamahi Place 

For a gold coin donation, fill a bag or choose an item or two 

 

Doors open 11am. 

Thursday 17th October. 

Thursday 21 November 

Thursday 19th December 

 

 

Sunday, 8 December, 2013 

2 pm – 4 pm 

At the 

  Linton Park Community Centre 

Christmas 
Barbecue and 
a social after-

noon! 

Come along 
bring the fam-
ily and your 
friends … a 

great time to 

Christmas Bar-
becue and a so-
cial afternoon! 





 

 

Firewood & Kindling 
Linton Park Community Centre has firewood (mostly kindling) 
that we have for a koha for a flat trailer load or a boot load.  If 
you would like to pick up some, please call us at 348-0757.  We 
do not have the ability to deliver so you will need to provide your 
own pickup.  If you know of anyone who is in dire need of firewood 
(kindling), please have them call so we can talk about a special arrangement. 

 

Coming soon 

We are happy to offer a new programme for seniors on Tuesday after-
noons which will include chair exercises, hand and foot massages, news-
paper reading and discussion, and will include a cup of tea.  If you are 
wanting to get moving, get  up with current affairs, get pampered or just 
want some company come along at 1pm—3:30pm on Tuesday, 26 No-
vember, 2013 

For more information or to register your interest contact: 

Rick on 348 0757  Admission by Koha 

Every Sunday in 
November  (1 - 2 
p.m.) and 1st 3 
Sundays in Decem-
ber (10—11 a.m.) 

Light Exercises 

Linton Park Community Centre 
Participation by 
gold coin dona-
tion—includes 
handouts.  Be-
gins 3 Novem-
ber 2013 

Tele-
phone 
348-0757 
to reserve 
a spot  

Low impact and at your 
pace and ability 

Sore/Tired/Joint Stiffness/
Fatigued/ 

Muscle Pain/ Breathing Prob-
lem 





 

 

Trustee Required. 

The LPC Trust Board is seeking a volunteer with accountancy  

experience to act as the trust treasurer. 

 

The treasurer would provide guidance and control to the trust’s financial  

affairs and would be ideal for a retired accountant who is willing to 
spend a few hours per month helping the community. 

 

If you have the required skills or  perhaps know of someone who has and 
who may be interested in helping, please contact Rick (348-0757) at the 

centre. 

Volunteers Needed 
The Linton Park Community Cen-
tre currently has about 50 volun-
teers.  To keep the Centre viable 
and up-to date, we will need in 
excess of 100 volunteers.   

 

 

 

 

   

Receptionists/Secretaries  

1 day a week for 3 hours  

afternoon or morning. 

 

 

 

 

Gardeners 

 To do weeding, mowing, shrub 
pruning, flower plant care.  

 

 

 

 

 

Writers 
Writers are needed for local pub-
licity articles and for the newslet-
ter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

People willing to offer  
programs to the publisher.  If you 

have an idea for a programs 
please talk to us. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Deliverers  

 A couple of hours every 6 weeks 

If you are interested in any of 
these, please give Rick a call 
(348-0757) or drop by the Cen-
tre for a visit  

For all volunteers, the Centre will 
provide supervision and direction 
where needed.  We will also sup-
ply written and phone references 
when requested.  The range of 
these volunteer positions is ex-
tensive.  Our intention is that 
each volunteer position or pro-
ject will be clearly defined and be 
flexible such that you do not have 
to make unreasonable amounts of 
time to be part of the Centre. 





 

 

Bookings for 2014 
We have available 2 large rooms, 1 smaller committee room for hire. 

Booking times available are 8 – 12 am, 1 – 5pm afternoons and evenings are 6 -

10pm. 

Room rates are:   

    Non-profit organisations  Profit groups  

Large rooms 1 use  $30.00    $80.00 

Bookings 10 times or more $25.00 per session  $75.00 per session 

 

To secure bookings please call 348 0757 or see 
the office at Linton Park Community Centre. 

We asked 5 home school children what they like about the  
Library Bus and this is what they had to tell us 
Phoebe said it’s nice and cosy 
Airling said that it has a good range of books 
Lara said that she likes that it comes here to the centre 
Aroha said that it was cool 
Sam says it was a bit limited but good 

 
The library bus will join us every second Friday starting  
November 1st from 11.30 – 1.00pm. (Tentatively)   
The library bus offers different services from returning  
books to picking up new books for loan.  There is a good range  
of books for all ages as well as CDs, DVDs, magazines,  
HOT PICKS, playaways and lots more on board the bus!   
And if you reserve something via the online catalogue, you can  
add a request to have the item brought to your nearest Mobile Library stop. They also sometimes 
have on board for sale books no longer in use at the main library.  Any age group can use the mobile 
library and even if you are not a member of the public library, there are application forms on the 
bus available for new members.  Just produce some signed I.D and have proof of your address with 
you.   





 

 

 
Linton Park Community Centre Newsletter Advertising Rates  
 
Current distribution is to 2100 homes in the area bounded by Malfroy Road, Pukehangi Road, Clayton  
Road & Edmund/Pandora Roads. In addition, there are a number of other organizations and people lo- 
cated outside this area who receive an electronic copy of the newsletter.  
 
The newsletter is distributed at the beginning of every second month starting the February of each year.  
The deadline for submissions and advertisements is the 20th of the month proceeding distribution.  
 
Rates:  
 
Full Page—$90.00 (GST inclusive) Half-page $50.00 (GST inclusive)  
 
Quarter page—$30.00 (GST inclusive) Business Card $10.00 (GST inclusive)  
 
Articles need to be submitted as an electronic Word document. Editing may be required to meet the  
space requirements. These changes will be discussed with the advertisers. Also if you have community  
events or something you would like to put in the classifieds, please contact us.  
 
Please contact the Linton park Community Centre at 348-0757 or email: lintonparkcc@xtra.co.nz  

                                 NEIGHBOURHOOD MATCHING FUND  

 

BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN OUR NEIGHBOUR-
HOODS. 

 
Applications for funding under the Small Neighbourhood Matching Fund are open throughout the year for 

grants up to $1000.   

Applications  for the Large Neighbourhood Matching Fund for grants up to $20,000 close on  

18 October 2013 and 21 March 2014 
 

The priorities for this new fund include:  

?? Bringing people together 

?? Empowering people to enhance and strengthen their own neighbourhood 

?? Contributing to families and whanau working, playing and talking together 

?? Renewing and revitalising places and spaces 

Improving the quality of life in a specific community, or neighbourhood. 

 

Applications forms and Guidelines for Applicants are available at 

 Rotorua District Council, Customer Centre and Public Library 

or from www.rdc.govt.nz select Community Development, grants and funding. 
 

Contact Carole Parker, Community Project Officer,  

  ph. 351 8115 or email carole.parker@rdc.govt.nz for further information. 




